CHAPTER VI

THE  OXFORD  TRACTS

"ON 14th July 1833," we read in Cardinal Newman's
Apologia^ " Mr. Keble preached the assize sermon in
the University Pulpit It was published under the
title of National Apostasy. I have ever considered
and kept the day as the start of the religious move-
ment of 1333."*

This memorable sermon was a strong expression
of the belief common to a large body of Churchmen
amid the triumphs of the Reform Bill, that the new
governors of the country were preparing to invade the
rights, and to alter the constitution, and even the
public documents, of the Church. The suppression
of ten Irish Bishoprics, in defiance of Church opinion,
showed how ready the Government was to take liberties
in a high-handed way with the old adjustments of the
relations of Church and State. Churchmen had
hitherto taken for granted that England was "a
nation which had for centuries acknowledged, as an
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